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Piracy Monitor
Monthly update on piracy risk to commercial shipping in the Gulf of Guinea, 

off Somalia, and the Malay Peninsula

25 August 2020

Changes since last update on 27 July are highlighted in red 

IHS Markit has recorded more than 2,100 piracy attacks 

since 2006. The full data is available on request in an 

Excel file for Piracy Monitor subscribers.
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Executive Summary
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Gulf of Guinea

3.4
VERY HIGH

The piracy risk score for the Gulf of Guinea remains at 

Very High 3.4, to which it was increased from High 3.3 in 

December 2019. The sustained high level of attack 

attempts reported in recent months shows no sign of 

reducing. The main risks are theft of shipsô stores and/or 

personal property, and crew kidnap for ransom, rather 

than cargo theft.

Somalia

Malay Peninsula

2.1
ELEVATED

The piracy risk score for the Somalia risk area remains 

at Elevated 2.1, to which it was reduced from Elevated 

2.2 in September 2019, taking account of the sustained 

reduction in attempts at piracy by small numbers of 

Somalia-based pirates, invariably deterred by the 

presence of onboard armed security and the use of 

evasive measures.

1.9
ELEVATED

The general piracy risk score for the Malay Peninsula 

remains at Elevated 1.9, at which it was set in April 

2020. The risk for cargo theft from oil tankers off the 

Malay Peninsula remains at Low 0.4, to which it was 

reduced from Moderate 0.8 in October 2018, given the 

sustained absence of attacks targeting tankers for cargo 

theft since September 2017. 

1 1 1
3 4

5
2

1
4

1

5 2 3

1

2

1

6

5

5

4

2

3

1

10

2

4

6

8

10

12

1 1
3

1 2 1 10

2

4

6

8

10

12

2 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 1

1 2

2

4 2
2

1

2 1

10

2

4

6

8

10

12

August 2020
Number of piracy attacks by month

Failed Attacks

Successful Attacks

Unknown

6-Month Rolling Average



Confidential. © 2020 IHS Markit®. All rights reserved.Confidential. © 2020 IHS Markit®. All rights reserved.

ÅOver the last decade, most ópiracyô in the Gulf 

of Guinea has been low-level ósea robberyô, 

conducted in Nigerian and other territorial 

waters, and targeting tankers, other cargo 

vessels, minor support vessels and oil rigs. 

ÅThe main motivation has been theft of ship or 

personal property and/or kidnapping for 

ransom. Tankers have also been targeted for 

oil theft.

ÅThe last fully successful oil theft was on 5 

August 2016, from a berthed tanker at Apapa, 

Lagos, Nigeria. 
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Gulf of Guinea
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RISK ASSESSMENT: 

VERY HIGH 3.4

Photo by Jason Florio/Corbis via Getty Images
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Gulf of Guinea - Data Insights

Main Motives (successful attacks in last 12 months)

Kidnap for Ransom 81% (25 attacks)

Petty Theft 13% (4 attacks)

Vessel Hijack 3% (1 attacks)

Cargo Theft 3% (1 attack)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

2
0
0

8
 Q

1

2
0
0

8
 Q

2

2
0
0

8
 Q

3

2
0
0

8
 Q

4

2
0
0

9
 Q

1

2
0
0

9
 Q

2

2
0
0

9
 Q

3

2
0
0

9
 Q

4

2
0
1

0
 Q

1

2
0
1

0
 Q

2

2
0
1

0
 Q

3

2
0
1

0
 Q

4

2
0
1

1
 Q

1

2
0
1

1
 Q

2

2
0
1

1
 Q

3

2
0
1

1
 Q

4

2
0
1

2
 Q

1

2
0
1

2
 Q

2

2
0
1

2
 Q

3

2
0
1

2
 Q

4

2
0
1

3
 Q

1

2
0
1

3
 Q

2

2
0
1

3
 Q

3

2
0
1

3
 Q

4

2
0
1

4
 Q

1

2
0
1

4
 Q

2

2
0
1

4
 Q

3

2
0
1

4
 Q

4

2
0
1

5
 Q

1

2
0
1

5
 Q

2

2
0
1

5
 Q

3

2
0
1

5
 Q

4

2
0
1

6
 Q

1

2
0
1

6
 Q

2

2
0
1

6
 Q

3

2
0
1

6
 Q

4

2
0
1

7
 Q

1

2
0
1

7
 Q

2

2
0
1

7
 Q

3

2
0
1

7
 Q

4

2
0
1

8
 Q

1

2
0
1

8
 Q

2

2
0
1

8
 Q

3

2
0
1

8
 Q

4

2
0
1

9
 Q

1

2
0
1

9
 Q

2

2
0
1

9
 Q

3

2
0
1

9
 Q

4

2
0
2

0
 Q

1

2
0
2

0
 Q

2

2
0
2

0
 Q

3

Unknown Success Failed 3-Year Rolling Average

Long-term Trend (number of piracy attacks by quarter)

Source: IHS Markit © 2020 IHS Markit

Threat to Crew (last 12 months)

58%
(19 of 33)

5 6 186
Likelihood of boarding 

for underway vessels 

if targeted

Crew members 

killed

Crew members 

injured

Crew members 

taken hostage

Note: Data for latest quarter may be incomplete
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Gulf of Guinea - Geospatial Insights
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Gulf of Guinea - Most Recent Attacks
(Identified Merchant Vessels Only)

CURACAO TRADER

Tanker

17 July 2020: At 02:57Nï002:46E, eight pirates, armed with machine guns, boarded the Liberia-flagged chemical

tanker óCuracao Trader', stole the ship's documents and valuables and abducted at least 13 Russian and 

Ukrainian crew members before leaving the ship with unqualified crew onboard; a merchant ship later escorted 

the remaining crew to a safe port.

SENDJE BERGE

PFSO vessel

2 July 2020: At 03:51.01Nï006:58.08E, pirates in two speedboats attacked the Singapore-flagged FPSO vessel 

óSendje Berge' and a security ship; one of the boats distracted the security vessel while pirates from the other boat 

boarded the PFSO vessel and abducted nine Nigerian crew members before fleeing.

KOTA BUDI

General Cargo Vessel

2 July 2020: At 03:49.3Nï002:25.0E, armed pirates boarded the Singapore-flagged general cargo ship óKota 

Budi', stole crew's property and valuables, and abducted five Chinese crew members before fleeing in a small 

boat; authorities were notified promptly, and the rest of the crew members were reported safe.

PANOFI FRONTIER

Fishing Vessel

24 June 2020: At 05:21Nï002:37E, six pirates boarded the Ghana-flagged underway fishing vessel óPanofi

Frontier' and abducted five South Korean and one Ghanaian crew members before fleeing; Regional authorities 

were notified promptly, and later escorted the remaining crew members to a safe port.

ARTIKE

Tug

16 June 2020: Off Sao Tome, perpetrators in two skiffs chased and attempted to approach the Cape Verde-

flagged tug óArtike'; it was unclear whether the assailants were successful in boarding the vessel; further 

information remained unavailable.

RIO CHARLESTON

Container Vessel

9 June 2020: Off Brass, Nigeria, five assailants in a skiff approached the Liberia-flagged container ship óRio 

Charleston'; the crew adopted anti-piracy preventive measures which forced the perpetrators to give up the chase 

after several attempts to board the vessel; authorities were notified promptly.

YUAN QIU HU

Crude Oil Tanker

9 May 2020: At 04:05N-008:33E, assailants in a speed boat attempted to approach the underway China-flagged 

crude oil tanker 'Yuan Qiu Hu', but later aborted the attempt and moved away when a patrol boat was dispatched 

to the location.



Confidential. © 2020 IHS Markit®. All rights reserved.Confidential. © 2020 IHS Markit®. All rights reserved.

ÅPiracy off the coast of Somalia has reduced 

significantly in recent years, and now targets 

mainly small fishing vessels; attacks against 

larger commercial vessels are usually deterred 

or aborted due to the presence of onboard 

armed security.

ÅPiracy is likely to remain at the current low level 

in the 12-month outlook, because syndicates 

operating in north-eastern Somalia are focused 

on more profitable and less risky criminal 

activities onshore.

ÅThe hijack of the tanker óAris 13ô in March 2017 

is still the most recent hijack of a commercially 

significant vessel.
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Somalia
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RISK ASSESSMENT: 

ELEVATED 2.1

Photo by Mohamed Dahir/AFP via Getty Images


